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October 3, 2016
Dear CAPE Colleagues:
After 20 years at CAPE and 47 years in private education, I announce my retirement effective
December 31, 2017.
Serving the CAPE community has been a great joy and blessing. Whenever our members
and state affiliates gather, I am reminded of CAPE’s powerful properties: collective wisdom,
mutual regard, shared purpose, and respectful discourse.
In many ways the CAPE community is a microcosm of the great American experiment itself.
We bring a multitude of experiences and deeply divergent beliefs about profound matters to
our discourse; we respect each other’s right to hold those sometimes conflicting beliefs, and
we remain steadfastly committed to finding common ground amidst our diversity.
Indeed, we stand as one around certain fundamental propositions:
•
•
•

that parents, who are the primary educators of their children, and who know and love
their children better than anyone else, should be free to choose the schools that suit
their children best;
that pluralism in education is good for students, families, and America;
that private schools should be free to fulfill their own missions and thereby provide
parents real choice regarding the education of their children.

Within this principled framework, we regularly arrive at and advance in the practical sphere
policies, practices and projects that promote educational freedom and pluralism. It has been
my honor to work with our community in forging consensus from diversity. But I have no
illusion that the success of that work rests with any single individual. For among the great
strengths of our community are its shared wisdom, its rich reservoir of leadership, and its
abundant good will. With that wisdom, leadership, and determination, the CAPE community
has moved forward. And those same cherished characteristics will see CAPE prosper for
many years to come.
With profound gratitude for the opportunities and friendships with which CAPE has enriched
my life, I remain,
Sincerely,
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